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WELCOME TO  
 Talia  

who started in Room 3 
this week



Kia ora 
Once again we find ourselves at the end of a very busy week! We were all treated to a wonderful assembly hosted 
by Room 4 last Friday! They showcased the amazing work they have undertaken this year.   
Thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the sunshine on Sunday at our School Picnic! It was fantastic to see 
so many families there and I would like to thank the members of the Board of Trustees for putting on the BBQ!  
This week has also been the annual Walk ‘n’ Wheels Week. Students have really enjoyed the extra opportunities 
that they have had; the scooter obstacle course that was set up by Sport Otago; handcrafted scooter jumps made 
by Mr Harris and a few of the senior children; and of course the school walking day yesterday. I would like to thank 
Mrs Stevenson for her organisation and co-ordination of this event. I feel very proud that our school has invested 
resources to provide our students a wonderful scooter track and skateboard bowl. This is used so widely and 
respected by our students and community. As a result, the Board of Trustees is installing a pedestrian gate from 
Belford Street onto the top field so that people can access the track easier. I do ask that parents ensure that their 
children do not ride their scooters on the new decks outside Rooms 1,2 and 3, as well as not to ride their 
scooters on the asphalted areas directly after school, as this is a safety issue. 
Next Tuesday I am meeting with a Representative from the Dunedin City Council to discuss our ongoing concerns 
around road safety. I would welcome any thoughts/ideas/issues that our community has on this matter. Please 
don’t hesitate emailing these before my meeting on Tuesday – principal@grantsbraes.school.nz. We are still having 
to deal with parents, caregivers and members of the public parking on the yellow lines during drop off and pick up 
times, as well as other unsafe driving practices. As a result, I have requested that the police again have some 
presence around our school. Please ensure you are abiding by the road rules when driving around our school. 
The Board of Trustees has also moved our Polices and Procedures to an online format through ‘School Docs’. 
These have been tailored to accurately represent our school and strengthen the review process of our Polices. 
Please read the information below on how you can log in, view and review our policy documents. 
Hei kona mai I roto I ngā mihi, Goodbye for now and thanks.  
GARETH TAYLOR, PRINCIPAL 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

School Docs : Online School Policies 

Our school has been working with SchoolDocs to create a website for our policies and procedures. We are 
excited to announce that the site is now live and available to our school community.  
The school works on a subscription basis with SchoolDocs to maintain, update, and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provides us with a comprehensive core set of policies which have been well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are tailored to our 
school, and the school supplies specific information such as our charter, and procedures for behaviour 
management, reporting to parents, etc.  
SchoolDocs updates, modifies, or creates policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry guidelines, 
significant events, reviews/requests from schools, and regular reviewing from the SchoolDocs team. Our board 
of trustees has the opportunity to view changes/additions and comment on them before they are implemented. 
We will advise you when policies are up for review and how you can take part in the review.  
We invite you to visit the site at http://grantsbraes.schooldocs.co.nz/ (note that there's no "www"!). Our username 
is grantsbraes and password gbparents. 
Follow the instructions to access the Grant’s Braes School Policy Documents.   This term’s policy for parents and 
caregivers to review is ‘Recognition of Cultural Diversity’, we welcome your thoughts on this. 

************* 

Visit the website http://grantsbraes.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm 
Enter the username (grantsbraes) and password (gbparents). 
Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 
Read the policy. 
Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 
Select the reviewer type "Parent". 
Enter your name (optional). 
Submit your ratings and comments. 
If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide you with printed copies of the policy and a review 
form. 



All Walk’n’Wheel  Progress Cards 
are to be returned to your 
children’s teachers tomorrow 
(Friday).  A draw will be done in 
the bring-along Assembly for the 
winners of the various prizes 
Sport Otago have donated.

The	Year	5's	and	6's	have	had	an	amazing	
start	to	Term	1	with	Camp,	Life	Ed,	Beach	
Ed	 and	 a	 visit	 from	 Mr	 Science!	
CollaboraDon	 has	 started	 and	 we	 are	 all	
enjoying	 working	 together	 as	 a	 Senior	
School.	Check	out	the	pics	above	with	Mr	
Science!	He	blew	things	up,	set	people	on	
fire	 and	 taught	 us	 about	 how	 much	 fun	
science	is!



A new initiative has taken place this year with new House Groups having been formed.   The names chosen for 
the four houses are the four streets that surround our school - Mathieson, Dunrobin, Belford and Larnach.  
Children have all been allocated Houses and they will remain in this  House throughout their schooling at 
Grant’s Braes.  Siblings are grouped together also.  
House Group Leaders will be Year 6 pupils, and last week the Year 6 pupils who were interested in this role 
took up electioneering with posters appearing around the school promoting themselves.  Last Friday, they did 
a short presentation to the other members of their House, and then voting took place as to who would be 
House Captain and Deputies.  Mr Taylor announced the results for these very important leadership roles in 
Assembly that afternoon. Very soon, the Captains will be getting together to formulate ideas for their House 
Flags/emblems and they will receive badges to wear also.





2nd HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
This opens the first Friday each month.   

It will be open tomorrow,  
Friday 3rd March between  

8.45am - 9.15pm,and 2.45pm - 3.15pm. 
Below is the current stock in the 2nd Hand 

Uniform Shop.  From this you will be able to see 
if there are any items your child  

needs that are currently available. 

BOARD UPDATE 
Kia ora, and welcome to the first board update of 2017. It was great to see so many of you at our School barbeque on the 
weekend, and that certainly has set the scene for an exciting year ahead. Our 2017 charter and annual plan, which sets 
our direction for the next 3 years have been finalised and sent to the Ministry of Education for approval. However, we 
have started the process of planning a major charter review with a representative from the New Zealand School Trustees 
Association – this means that the document that we will have in place for 2018 will quite likely look different to the one 
that we have now! As part of this process, we will be asking you all for your input through various forums, so please look 
out for information on this a bit later in the year. Work has also started around updating our School website, and we 
anticipate this will be completed within 3-4 months, so watch this space! 

A big thank you for taking the time to complete our parent survey late last year – the response rate was really great, and 
reflects the supportive and engaged community that we have. We will be sharing the findings of the survey with you in 
the next week or two, along with a summary of strategies that will be put in place to address some of the concerns raised. 
Thank you also to everyone who worked so hard to get our new classroom in place in time for the new school year, 
including extending the decking and verandas so to encompass rooms 1-3. This area looks fantastic and forms a great 
learning space for all of the younger children. On this note, we warmly welcome all members of our school community to 
the opening of our new classroom on Friday 31st March at 2.30pm – please join us to celebrate this achievement! As 
you will know, some of our playground area had to be removed so to fit the new classroom, and we are currently working 
through possibilities for this area, and again will be able to report on progress in the upcoming month or two. 

Last, but not least, a big welcome to Lewis Howell, Mel Gaul, Shannon Te Huna, Liz Stoddart and Erin Corry who have 
joined our teaching staff. In addition to usual classroom activities, it certainly seems to have been an action-packed start 
to the year on many fronts, including “What’s the Buzz” interviews (thank you to all of the staff for their ongoing 
commitment to this), a visit from the Life Education Bus, and various school trips amongst other things – I am sure there 
will be many more exciting opportunities to support our children’s learning in 2017!  

Nga mihi, 
Steph Woodley 
Chair, Board of Trustees 



SPORTS NEWS 
FUTSAL - There are quite a number of  futsal fees ($55.00) still outstanding. Please pay as soon as 
possible, our internet banking details are 03 0905 0914747 00. 

Players of the Day:  Jake Patterson (Hurricanes); Andre Dickson (Warriors); Max Nation (Dragons); 
Callan Power (Sparks); Lucy Swanson (Pirates); Hugo Iida (Stars - 22.2.17); Evan Lowrey (Stars); Chloe 
Lyons (Nuggets); Henry Jin (Comets - 22.2.17); Finn Molloy (Comets); Dominic Taylor (Thunders); 
Cohenn Lange (Dolphins); Anahera Russell-Johnson (Diamonds) 

TOUCH  - The draw is -    GB Hawks vs Te Kapa PA Poro,  Oval 8 @ 4.45pm      
                                   GB Keas vs St Josephs Cathedral Gold, Oval 3A @ 3.45pm 

TEE BALL - Games for this week are -   
GB Slammers vs Tainui Panthers, Bathgate 2 @ 10.00am         
GB Giants vs Kaikorai Kakapos; Bathgate 6 at  9.00am 

Reminder - last games 18th March; Prizegiving 25th March in the Southern Clubrooms.  Sections 6 to 
12 @ 9.00am and Sections 2 to 5 @ 9.45am.

OTAGO PRIMARY 
SCHOOL SWIMMING 

CHAMPS
     to be held Saturday, 25 March.
For further info, contact Jen Stevenson, email

Free	basketball/miniball	coaching	year	
5/6	girls.	
Mike	 Simpson	 (experienced	 basketball	
player	and	coach)	is	offering	free	coaching	
this	term.	Coaching	will	be	aPer	school	on	
Friday	aPernoons	unDl	4.30.	
School	miniball	compeDDon	starts	in	term	
2	and	it	is	hoped	that	a	keen	group	of	girls	
will	 be	 developed	 to	 enter	 a	 team	
together.	
If	 you	 are	 interested	 contact	 Mike	 at:	
msimpsonnz@gmail.com;	027.688.3257.	
StarDng	3rd	March.

For those children who have entered, we look 
forward to seeing you at Memorial Park in 
Mosgiel on Sunday. 
When you arrive look out for the Grant’s Braes 
School gazebo, along with Mrs McKeever 
and Mrs Stevenson.  This will be our  school’s 
base for the morning.  Feel free to bring picnic 
blankets/chairs etc to sit on.   Make sure you 
arrive in plenty of time - there are hundreds of 
children competing and you may end up having 
to park a long distance away from the park. 
When the triathlon is over, all school groups are 
called over to get a special school photo – so 
please plan to hang around for that and the prize 
giving which is usually about 12:15pm. 

Parents/Caregivers are asked to 
please ensure your children do 
not ride their scooters directly 
outside the classrooms after 
school as the noise level impacts 
greatly on teachers trying to work. 
Also no riding of scooters on the new ramps 
leading into the Junior School classrooms.

LOST PROPERTY
There are a large amount of unclaimed items 
in the Lost Property Box which is kept outside 
the Pukeko Room.
Uniform items, plus lunchboxes, drink bottles 
etc can be found there - please call past and 
check to see if any belong to your children.

mailto:msimpsonnz@gmail.com
mailto:msimpsonnz@gmail.com


DATES TO REMEMBER 
Mon 27 Feb - Fri 3 March - Walk’n’Wheel Week 
Fri 3 March - Sausage Sizzle and PJ Mufti Day 

Tues 7 March - R1 Art Gallery visit 
Wed 8 March - R2 and R3 Art Gallery visits 

Fri 10 March - Pukeko Assembly 
Tues 14 March - PTA Meeting 

Fri 17 March - Ruru Assembly 
Mon 20 March - Otago Anniversary Day 

Fri 24 March - Piwakawaka Assembly 
Mon 27 March - BOT Mtg, 6.30pm 

PTA NEWS 
* ‘So Sweet by Southern Cross 

Produce’ - $15 Vegetable box.  
Orders to be in by next Tuesday, 7 
March.  Order forms went home last 
week.

Please save your scoops 
that come ins ide the 
washing powder boxes and 
send them along to Jen in 
R5 :)  Thanks

MUFTI DAY 
TOMORROW -  

FRIDAY 3 MARCH 

Wear your 
pyjamas!!!! 

And bring along a gold coin 
donation (or more if you wish!!!) 
and give to your classroom 
teacher.  This fundraising will be 
sent to help those families 
affected by the recent Canterbury 
fire.


